Advocacy Planning Sheet: Meeting with State Legislators

1. Legislator Information
e Senator or Representative

e Democrat or Republican or

e Committee Assignments (if relevant):

e Key Issues They Care About:

2. Your Story
e Who you are (role/connection to education):

e Personal story or experience to share:

e \Why this issue matters to you, your students, or your community:

3. The Issue
e |s the bill a Senate Bill (SB) or a House Bill (HB)? Senate Bill House Bill

Policy/legislation you’re advocating for (bill number or topic):

Brief summary of the bill:

How this issue impacts educators/students in PUBLIC EDUCATION directly:

Evidence/data to support your position (optional):




4. The Ask
e Specific action you want your legislator to take:

] Support Senate Bill # 1 Support House Bill #

1 Oppose Senate Bill # 1 Oppose House Bill #

L] Co-sponsor Senate Bill # [J Co-sponsor House Bill #
[J Raise this issue in committee [ Other:

e Why you think this action is reasonable and necessary:

e Plug it into the sentence starters:
o You should support because

o You should oppose because

Example Only: You should support Senate Bill XYZ because it requires children to begin school at
age 5, giving them more time to build early literacy and social skills.

5. How do you plan to ASK?
1 Email legislator [ Call legislator 1 Meet legislator locally 1 Meet at State House

6. Anticipating Responses
e Possible concerns/questions from legislator:

e Your prepared responses/talking points:

7. Building Connection
e Common ground you share (community ties, values, past support):

e Follow-up:
[J Thank you note
1 Provide information they request
] Invite them to a school event you are attending
[J Other:

8. After the Meeting
e Who else needs to know about this meeting?

e What follow-up materials will you send (email, fact sheet, data, personal note)?

e Deadline for follow-up:

{74 Tip: Keep it short, personal, and focused. Legislators hear from many people, but your authentic story + a clear ask can leave a lasting impression.



